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Cleaning the Dirty Laundry

2Do not be conformed to this world,* but be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say to every-
one among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to 
think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure 
of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many mem-
bers, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 
6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the 
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness.  9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold 
fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual affection; outdo one 
another in showing honour...  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and 
do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associ-
ate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 
18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all… 
21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. ”   
         — Romans 12

Don Henley had a song that came out years ago entitled “Dirty Laundry.”  
The premise of the song was that we love it: We love to share negative news 
with others about others. It’s also known as gossiping.  No one seems to be 
immune from it. It’s as old as the church. Older, in fact.
 Paul confronted gossiping communities in every church he visited and 
he heard about it—through, what else, gossip—with respect to the Roman 
Christian community he was about to visit. The gossip of that day tended 
to be about who was lording their spiritual gifts over one another within the 
church. People thought that their special gifts and talents were better than 
others, and they sought to tear down others for not having the same gifts.  
Paul wanted to take them all down a peg and exercise humility before the 
Lord and one another.  
 I’ve heard it said that recognizing and confronting a problem is often the 
first step toward getting help. If so, maybe it’s time for me and this commu-
nity to take responsibility for the gossip that we spread behind others’ backs, 
gossip that can be corrosive and debilitating to our mutual relationships and 
to our community.  
 As your spiritual leader, I pledge to you that I will work to gossip less 
and build up more. I will respect you in the hopes that you will respect me 
in return. That means more frank communication between parties that may 
disagree with one another on a particular issue. That means we attempt to 
resolve our differences face-to-face. I will not allow others to attempt to tri-

Pa
st

or
’s 

M
es

sa
ge

continued . . .



As usual, the staff of the Education Center “steps 
up” to the challenge. Considering the recent 
storm, that disrupted many households in New 
Milford, we were operational all week. We were 
open, bright and early at 6:30 a.m. on Oct. 
31. Many of the staff members were without 
electricity for many days and two for all week 
and the next weekend. With the adversities that 
many faced, the staff kept a positive attitude and 
performed their teaching jobs with a cheerful 
manner. 
 Many of the families that we serve, were also 
without power. We encouraged the parents to 
bring their children to the center on their usual 
days to maintain a consistent schedule. With all 
the problems, our family atmosphere surfaced 
again: teachers giving hints to parents, vice versa, 
and parents connecting with other parents that 
they had never met. Many working schedules had 
been altered. What a marvelous sense of commu-
nity and family atmosphere we see here. 
  Despite the weather, we held our annual Hal-
loween parade, and parties. The children were 
delighted to dress in their special costumes, and 
“Trick or Treat” to the other classrooms. The 
children on their parade, also visited Tracie and 
Cindy where they received treats. 
  A “Meet and Greet” was held in Fellowship 
Hall to introduce Jennifer Pennucci, the new 
Director, to the children, parents, staff and church 
members. Everyone took the opportunity to chat 
with her. Jenn will be training with me on the 
week of November 7-11. 
  The MCM Butter Braids and Cookies fund 

raiser is now in progress. The orders are to be 
returned to the Education Center office on/or 
before Wednesday, Nov. 23. The delivery is sched-
uled for 3:30 p.m. on Monday, Dec.5, in the 
church kitchen. MCM is a Connecticut- based 
company, and the products are manufactured in 
the USA. The Butter Braids need to be thawed, 
given time to raise, then baked. They make a 
delicious breakfast, brunch item or dessert. The 
frozen Cookie Dough pieces can be easily broken 
apart to bake one at a time or bake many. 
 By special request, we will be sponsoring anoth-
er Reading Coffee Roasters gourmet coffee fund 
raiser. We have selected non-flavored and flavored 
varieties for the fund-raiser, to raise money for 
classroom supplies and required staff training. The 
selling dates are from Sunday, Nov. 21 through 
Sunday, Dec. 12. The order sheets will be on the 
table adjacent to the Church office. Coffee makes 
great holiday presents.
  Thank you to Samantha and Jenn McCaughan 
for donating puzzles and games, Valorie and Steve 
Kolitz, and Stephanie Bruey for helping with the 
“Meet and Greet,” and Kay and Jerry Jones for 
the almost brand new child’s easel. 
  I will be leaving my position as the director as 
of  Nov. 11. During my time here, I have been 
very fortunate to meet so many wonderful, caring 
people, who have helped to make the Education 
Center an place of enrichment, learning and 
nurturing.   

Sincerely,
     –– Charmaine Wood

Newsletter  
deadline and  
production dates

The next newsletter dead-
line will be Friday, Dec. 
2 at noon and we will be 
preparing it for mailing on 
Thursday, Dec. 8.
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Pastor’s Message continued

To receive the 
newsletter  

via email, in full color, 
please contact the  
Church office at  

Office@NewMilfor-
dUMC.org

angulate me by coming to me with a complaint about someone else; I will refer that 
person to the other person to resolve their issue/concern. And I will stop trying to 
triangulate complaints I may have against others.  
 If I backslide, I hope you’ll caution me and ask me to put a stop to it. I truly love 
this church and the people in it. I want us to continue in mutual love, to not tear 
one another down, to be truly loving to one another and to every person we encoun-
ter in the world. As the song says, “They will know we are Christians by our love.” 
Let’s put it into practice in our community.    

Peace and God’s Blessings,

        Rev. Paul A. Fleck, Pastor

Attendance & Offerings

Oct. 2 75 $6,229
Oct. 9 98 $2,497
Oct. 16 95 $2,498
Oct. 23 99 $1,845
Oct. 30 cancelled due to snow

Monthly total $13,069
YTD Offerings $171,836

Oct. Budgeted Giving $16,507
YTD Budgeted Giving $165,073

the Education Center



Church News

Joys & Concerns Our prayers are with...
Alex DaSilva as he was baptized on Novem-

ber 6 at the 11:30 service. His parents are 
Marissa & Nuno DaSilva and his grand-
parents are Maria & Tony DosSantos.

Bill Babbino who was hospitalized with 
heart problem.

Mike Gardner and his family after the death 
of his grandmother, Peg Greene.

All those in the Northeast US affected by 
the October snow storm.

Logan, Bonnie & Glenn Knapp’s grandson 
who is home recovering from an infection 
in his leg.

Rose Ann Hastings, who will be donating 
a kidney. This will move her husband Ed 
up the list for a kidney transplant and 
they are looking for a kidney that would 
be suitable for Ed.

Phyllis Franz who is recovering from  
pneumonia.

June Hudak who is undergoing her 4th 
round of chemotherapy treatment for 
cancer and was recently hospitalized.

Kim Birsen who is having health issues.
George Perry who has moved into the Ma-

sonic Homes.
Rev. Ken Kieffer who is undergoing chemo-

therapy and radiation treatments.
Those affected by Hurricane/Tropical Storm 

Irene.
Winnie Farrell who home with her husband 

and daughter in Sherman, but is still hav-
ing medical issues with Alzheimer’s and 
Parkinson’s Disease.

Sharon Kresl who is having health issues.
Jim Ferlow as he recovers from a stroke at 

home.
Kathleen Whitfield who has health con-

cerns. She is Sue Whitfield’s mother and 
lives in Scotland

Rev. Bob Johnson, retired from the Bethel 
UMC, who is being treated for cancer.

Tom Gaynor, Sr., who is having health 
issues.

Ed Hastings who is undergoing dialysis.
Jack Orr who is recovering from Myelodys-

plastic syndrome. He is a friend of Joe & 
Nora Tigner.

Susan Lynch’s brother, Richie, who is recov-
ering from surgery and her mother who is 
having health issues.

Laurie Gaudette who is having health issues.
The leaders in our church.
Financial health of our church.
Our Bishop, Jeremiah Park, our District 

Superintendent, Ken Kieffer and all the 
churches in our Methodist Connection 
in the New York Annual Conference and 
beyond.  

Missions Update 
Our monthly meeting was held 
on Oct. 24. The Fall fair was 
discussed ,and the committee 
would like to thank every one 
who helped make the fair a suc-
cess. It was a great opportunity 
to highlight all of our mission. 
Our missions booklet is ready 
for distribution.We would like 
to encourage you to pick up a 
copy and become involved in 
whatever way you feel you  are 
able. Remember “Every mem-
ber a Disciple.” I would like 
to say a personal thank you to 
Kay and Jerry Jones for all the 
work involved in producing the 
booklet.Thanks to Tracie in the 
office our missions will soon be 
available to view on our church 
web site. Our next meeting will 
be held Monday, Nov. 28 in Fel-
lowship Hall. There will be no 
meeting on Dec. 26.

Love Baskets
Our annual tradition of preparing Love 
Baskets for the senior members of our church 
will take place on on Monday, Dec. 12 at 7 
p.m. in the church kitchen. We will be prepar-
ing 20 baskets. In addition to the gift bag, we 
also give our members fruit and homemade 
cookies. Donations of fruit, small gift items, 
snack foods and three dozen cookies for the 
baskets are needed. All members are invited 
to participate in the basket preparation.

The Giving Tree
Our tradition of requesting gift cards on 
our Giving Tree will begin on Nov. 20. As in 
the past, we are asking for gift cards to local 
stores and shops such as Wal-Mart, Stop & 
Shop, Big Y, CVS, Home Depot, etc. in the 
amounts of $20 or $25. The gift cards will 
be given to Peg Molina, Director of Social 
Services for the Town of New Milford, for 
distribution to those in our community who 
are in need and who have so very little. Please 
return the gift cards to the church by Dec. 
12. There will be a marked box for them on 
the table by the door to the office. Thank you 
in advance for your support of this holiday 
tradition at our church.

Alternative Christmas Gifts
The Mission Community will again be offer-
ing the Alternative Christmas Gifts program. 
Each Sunday in Advent, there will be a table 
in the entry where you may make a dona-
tion to a mission of your choice and receive a 
card(s) that you may use to present as a gift. 
You may make a donation in any amount you 
wish and receive card(s) for one or more mis-
sions of your choice. For more information, 
you may contact Rita Iverson at iverr@aol.
com or Tracie Nixon in the church office or at 
tracienix@gmail.com.

Thank You, Church Family
Joan and I would like to thank all of the 
wonderful persons who sent cards, e-mails, 
made phone calls, offered their prayers and 
assistance  after my accident on Oct 17. Once 
again we are made aware of the fact that 
weare a part of a caring family of friends in 
this church.  Blessings to you all. 
—Bob and Joan Hoburg 



Meet the New Youth Pastor—Gilim Jung
We are pleased to announce that Gilim Jung has joined us as our new Youth Pastor for a joint youth program 
with Gaylordsville United Methodist Church. Gilim is a first year Master of Divinity student at Yale Divinity 
School and graduated from Rutgers University with a bacheror’s degree in Religion. Gilim brings a wealth of ex-
perience from his participation in young adult and youth programs at the various Methodist churches in which 
he has been involved.

Gilim kicked off his leadership of the joint churches’ youth group on Oct. 23 with a devotional from 1 Corinthi-
ans, reminding us that though we are many members, we are part of the same body in and through Christ. An 
accomplished guitarist, he led us in praise music. We hope you will join us in welcoming Gilim to our respective 
church families!

The Education Center Announces Our New Director
We are pleased to announce that Jennifer Pennucci has joined the staff of The Education Center as its new 
Interim Director. Jennifer started on November 7, 2011. Jennifer brings a wealth of knowledge, education, and 
experience to the position and we are extremely gratified that she has agreed to join us. Please come by and wel-
come Jennifer to the family of the New Milford United Methodist Chuch. A wonderful meet and greet was held 
on Thursday, November 3 where the staff, parents congregants and, most importantly, the children got to meet 
and welcome Jennifer. Jennifer comes to us excited and full of energy and ideas to take The Education Center on 
to the next page of its story in 2012.

To assist Jennifer in her transition, Charmaine Wood has agreed to stay on through Nov. 11. We are extremely 
appreciative of the service Charmaine has provided to The Education Center these past three years and for the 
service she continues to provide. Be assured that as we enter into this transition, the highest quality care for the 
children continues to be a top priority for The Education Center. We are continually aware that parents have 
trusted their most valuable treasure with us, and we will continue to be worthy of that trust.
         
           — Steve Kolitz

Hanging of the Greens
Our annual Hanging of the 
Greens will take place on 
Friday, Dec. 2 at 6 p.m. 
Join us for a pot luck dinner 
and a celebration of the 
season.

Church News 
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UMMen Activities for November
Saturday, Nov. 12, 8 a.m. to noon — Trees on New Milford Green
For the 44th year in a row we will be placing 17 trees along the length of 
the New Milford Village Green. Come and help us as we bring the trees 
from the church, set them up on the Green and decorate them with lights 
for the coming holiday season. You are welcome to come for a couple of 
hours or spend the morning and work on the Green. The rain/snow date is 
Nov. 19.

Tuesday, Nov. 22, 6:30 p.m. — Dinner in Fellowship Hall
Monthly dinner and meeting. All men in the church are invited to come 
and share in a hearty meal and good fellowship. Call Dave Kullgren at 
860-354-1102.

Saturday, Nov. 26, 8 a.m. — Unload Christmas Trees
Come and join us as we unload 600 fresh-cut Christmas trees arriving 
from the Crystal Spring Tree Farm in Lehighton, PA.  Last year, with your 
help, we unloaded the trees, stacked them in piles, and placed them on 
racks in less than an hour. For the 49th year in a row the sale of the  
Christmas trees will begin shortly after they have been unloaded.

Pumpkins in the Church Yard 
Did you know that we had 22 church mem-
bers and friends help unload the pumpkins 
that came from the Logue Farm in nearby 
Woodbury Connecticut? The pumpkins 
were all in the church-yard on a beautiful 
Saturday morning in late September in less 
than one hour. Did you know that we had 
56 other church members and friends also 
volunteer to help sell the pumpkins in the 
church-yard during the next 27 days. We 
were blessed this year not only with warm 
weather and clear skies and only one day of 
rain but also with your wonderful support 
for this event. Did you know that on Satur-
day, Oct. 21, at 11:30 a.m. ,all the pumpkins 
in the church yard were gone – sold out – 
and another successful event closed up its’ 
tent for the year. You helped raise $3081 for 
the ministry and mission of the New Mil-
ford United Methodist Church. Thank you 
one and all for your work in making this a 
success! See you next year in the pumpkin 
patch.
—Jerry Jones and Dave Kullgren, co-chairs


