Meetings & Opportunities this week:
TODAY
at 8:30 am Not Just Eggs in Fellowship Hall
at 2:30 pm Youth Group in Fellowship Hall
Mon., Jan. 5
at 10:30 am Tai Chi in Fellowship Hall
at 4:00 pm Daisy Troop 40215 in Fellowship Hall
at 6:00 pm Open Door Band in Sanctuary
at 7:00 pm Wesley Group in Classroom
Tues., Jan. 6 at 7:00 pm Finance Meeting in Conference Room
Wed., Jan 7
at 6:45 Scripture at the Tripp’s
at 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 31 in Fellowship Hall
Thurs., Jan. 8 at 3:00 pm “Our Daily Bread” in Food
at 3:30 pm Confirmation in Library
at 5:45 pm Bells Practice in Sanctuary
at 7:00 pm Ed Center Board in Fellowship Hall
Fri., Jan. 9
at 6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 40236 in Fellowship Hall
Sat., Jan. 10
at 9:00 am “Spring Semester” Worship Retreat in FH
at 5:00 pm Spaghetti Supper in Fellowship Hall
Sun., Jan. 11 at 9:30 am Traditional Worship Service
at 10:00 am Children’s Sunday School
at 10:30 am Adult Sunday School
at 11:30 am Contemporary Worship Service
at 2:30 pm Youth Group in Conference Room

Monday - Friday at noon AA meeting in Fellowship Hall
To view the most recent calendar, visit our website—
www.newmilfordumc.org/calendar.html

The Service of Worship

The Open Door
Contemporary Worship

New Milford United Methodist Church
68 Danbury Road
New Milford, CT 06776
www.newmilfordumc.org
860-354-4596

11:30 am

...in a religion born in a barn,
an open door goes without saying

song 9
song 28

Rev. Paul A. Fleck, Pastor
Sandy Lybe, Music Minister
Brinna Kolitz, Youth Leader
Emily Nixon, Open Door Band Leader

“victory chant”
“we’ve come to praise him”

Epiphany Sunday
Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 9:30 am

welcome & announcements

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song,
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here!
Whatever your gender, age, race, religious background,
economic status, sexual orientation or condition of ableness,
we greet you as a beloved child of God.

passing the peace
song 82

“i will follow”

contemplative moment
song 26

ENTRANCE AND PRAISE
Prelude

“power of your love”

old testament lesson

page 690 in the new testament in your pew Bible.

isaiah 60:1-6

the word of God for the people of God.
thanks be to God.

presentation of the offerings
children’s message
message

“star words”

joys & concerns
song 52
song 34

“you shine”
“arise, shine”
sending forth

rev. paul a. fleck

Announcements
Processional
Hymn #254

“We Three Kings”

KINGS OF ORIENT

Call to Worship
Leader: Darkness is not limited to night skies; darkness invades our
spirits and our souls.
People: In darkness of doubt and despair we have lived, until we
witnessed the birth of the Savior.
Leader: Now the light has truly come to us!
People: Darkness has been banished away!
Leader: Arise! Shine! For the Light of God’s love has come!
People: And we shall be led to that Light in joy and celebration.
Amen.
Prayer for Illumination
Radiant Morning Star,
You are both guidance and mystery.
Visit our rest with disturbing dreams,
And our journeys with strange companions.
Grace us with the hospitality
To open our hearts and homes
To visitors filled with unfamiliar wisdom
Bearing profound and unusual gifts. Amen.
Old Testament Lesson
Page 690 in the Old Testament in your pew Bible.
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
All Sit.

Isaiah 60:1-6

Jesus’ Name. Amen.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
The children are invited to come forward and sit at the chancel with the
pastor as the congregation sings the first verse of Hymn 191, “Jesus
Loves Me.”
Children’s Sermon
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Life in Community
For more information about any item listed below, please contact the
Church Office at 860-354-4596 or office@newmilfordumc.org

Words of Assurance
Passing the Peace
The light and hope of Christ lives in each of us.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Spaghetti Supper will be serving on Saturday, January 10 from 5:00 7:00 pm. Please join us for spaghetti with homemade meat sauce,
(vegetarian or butter available upon request) plus salads, homemade
desserts, and soft drink.
For more information, please contact the
church office at 860-354-4596.

The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14
Let the words of my mouth,
and the meditation of my heart,
be acceptable in your sight, Lord,
my strength and my redeemer.

OFFERING
Invitation to Offering
Offertory
Please stand for the Doxology
Presentation
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Sermon

“Star Words”

2015 Offering Envelopes are available in the Narthex. If you do not
have envelopes and would like them, please contact the church office at
office@newmilfordumc.org or 860-354-4596.
Rev. Paul A. Fleck

Please stand, if you are able, to sing the hymn.

Hymn #220

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”

REGENT SQUARE

SENDING FORTH

Offering Prayer
JOYS AND CONCERNS

All Sit.
Anthem

“Behold that Star”

BURLEIGH

The children are invited to go out to Sunday School after the Anthem.

Prayer
Loving God, who breaks through the darkness of doubt and despair,
be with us this day as we hear of the visit of the Wise Ones, who
risked everything to follow a Star. Let us open our hearts and be
willing to risk receiving the gift of gracious Love that you have to
offer us in the form of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

RESPONSES
Please stand as you are able for the hymn.
Hymn #245

“The First Noel”

Cancellations and changes to church services and events will be posted
on WFSB (CBS Channel 3), WTNH (ABC Channel 8), on our website
www.newmilfordumc.org, and on the church phone system.

THE FIRST NOEL

Morning Prayer
Joys and concerns are lifted before God and the congregation.
Pastoral Prayer
Prayer of Confession
Lord, we confess that we have been wrapped up on our
secular celebration of Christmas. We have thoroughly
enjoyed the music, the food, the swirl of activities. We have
looked happily at the Christmas lights and decorations, and
yet we have chosen to ignore the people who are most in need
of compassion and assistance during this time. We often feel
overwhelmed by the demands on our resources and so we
turn our “deaf ear” and look away. Open our hearts today,
precious Lord, and help us hear the cries of those in need.
Bring us to an understanding of active discipleship in which
we work helping others and thus serving you. Heal us and
give us courage and joy in your service. For we ask this in

our prayers are with:
















Art Carlson’s brother-in-law, Sven, who is in Danbury Hospital and
very ill.
Steve Bowers who is now on dialysis and has been added to the
transplant list.
Anne Meehan’s nephew, Scott, whose brain tumor was found to be
malignant, but treatable.
Kimber’s friend, Linda, who has health issues which postponed her
surgery.
Roberta Buddle’s niece, Cindy, who is undergoing chemotherapy.
Roberta Buddle’s niece, Wendy (Cindy’s sister), who had a double
mastectomy.
Dorothy O’Rourke whose cancer has returned.
Glenn Knapp, who fell and broke his hip, and is recovering in Village
Crest.
Laurel Partrick’s cousin, Cynthia, is facing her third recurrence of
cancer.
Emily Nixon’s cousin, who has been diagnosed with cancer.
Steve and Adrienne Kern’s friend, Steve, who has prostate cancer.
Marlene Davis’ son, who is undergoing chemotherapy.
Kay Jones’ niece, Sherri, whose cancer has returned.
Jan and Gene Parsons’ friend, Brad, whose cancer has returned.
Sue Sterling’s cousin, Mary, who has lung cancer.

Notes

