Call to Worship
Christ has risen!
Christ has risen indeed.
Faith, hope, and joy are alive.
A new age is dawning, and death cannot harm us.
God of all creation, we praise you.
God of resurrection and eternal life, we have
gathered in this garden to worship you and celebrate
your victory.

Hymn 145

Loving God, we gather in the early morning of your
Resurrection. We have been mourning and weeping
believing that you have been taken from us. Instead, you
meet us in the garden of new life. Here, in this sacred
place, we discover that you are alive, that sin and death
cannot defeat you. Now our tears of sorrow turn to tears
of joy as we experience your presence among us. Today,
we begin to understand that joy comes from grief. You
call us to go into the world to share this good news, and
because we are not left alone, we can pray your prayer.
(All pray the Lord’s Prayer.)

John 20:1-18

Prayer
Hymn 261
(verses 1, 4, & 5)

Homily

Lord, we have so much to be thankful for this Easter
morning. In the chill of the morning air, we do feel
the warm blessing of your Spirit. We can rejoice this
day because our tendency toward disbelief is
overcome by our capacity for faith. We are truly
amazed that a cross of crucifixion has been
transformed into a symbol of new life, a symbol of
eternal life.

“Morning Has Broken”

Gathering Prayer

Gospel Lesson

Closing Prayer (Unison)

“Lord of the Dance”

We are thankful that you come to greet us in a
garden of hope, trust, and faith. We thank you that a
dark and empty tomb has emerged into a garden of
light and living. In all our days, we shall live for
Christ, the resurrected and risen Savior. Amen.

“He Lives”

Hymn 310
(Process to Cross in Front of Church)

Hymn 302

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”

Sending Forth
The tomb is empty, Christ has risen.
As you journey in faith, may your life be full,
your love be abundant, and your hope be eternal.
Live this day and always for Christ Jesus
because the Risen Christ lives in you.
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
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