the open door ~ praise & worship service
...in a religion born in a barn, an open door goes without saying
05.09.18 • 7:00 pm
Welcome & Announcements
First Reading in Unison

“Psalm 98:4-8” [The Message by Eugene Peterson]

4 Shout

your praises to God, everybody!
Let loose and sing! Strike up the band!
5 Round up an orchestra to play for God,
Add on a hundred-voice choir.
6 Feature trumpets and big trombones,
Fill the air with praises to King God.
7 Let the sea and its fish give a round of applause,
With everything living on earth joining in.
8 Let ocean breakers call out, “Encore!”
And mountains harmonize the finale—
Song: “It’s All About You”
Song: “Open the Eyes of My Heart”

 Bible Reading
“John 17:6-19”
[MSG-The Message by Eugene Peterson - NRSV, pew Bible p. 111]
The Message (MSG)
6-12 I spelled out your character in detail
To the men and women you gave me.
They were yours in the first place;
Then you gave them to me,
And they have now done what you said.
They know now, beyond the shadow of a doubt,
That everything you gave me is firsthand from you,
For the message you gave me, I gave them;
And they took it, and were convinced
That I came from you.
They believed that you sent me.
I pray for them.
I’m not praying for the God-rejecting world but for those you gave me,
For they are yours by right.
Everything mine is yours, and yours mine,
And my life is on display in them.

For I’m no longer going to be visible in the world;
They’ll continue in the world while I return to you.
Holy Father, guard them as they pursue this life
That you conferred as a gift through me,
So they can be one heart and mind
As we are one heart and mind.
As long as I was with them, I guarded them
In the pursuit of the life you gave through me;
I even posted a night watch.
And not one of them got away,
Except for the rebel bent on destruction
(the exception that proved the rule of Scripture).
13-19 Now I’m returning to you.

I’m saying these things in the world’s hearing
So my people can experience My joy completed in them.
I gave them your word;
The godless world hated them because of it,
Because they didn’t join the world’s ways,
Just as I didn’t join the world’s ways.
I’m not asking that you take them out of the world
But that you guard them from the Evil One.
They are no more defined by the world
Than I am defined by the world.
Make them holy—consecrated—with the truth;
Your word is consecrating truth.
In the same way that you gave me a mission in the world,
I give them a mission in the world.
I’m consecrating myself for their sakes
So they’ll be truth-consecrated in their mission.
The word of God to the people of God!
“Where the Spirit of the YHWH is, there is freedom”, hope and grace.
[2 Cor 3:17]
Listening for God’s Message

Prayers of the People
Presentation of the Offerings
Song: “Miracle in My Heart”
Song: “My Redeemer Lives”
Benediction & Passing the Peace
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